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[ABSTRACT]

A Legal Consideration on the Possibility of Introducing
Veterinary Telemedicine for the Companion Animal in
the light of COVID-19

Yoo, Seong-Hee" - Lee, Jin-Hong™

The spread of COVID-19 virus has raised the possibility that companion
animals can also get infected. Indeed, a small number of companion animals
have been confirmed to be infected with the virus that causes COVID-19
worldwide and companion animals’ owners have concerned for the safety of
their companion animals. As it is difficult to go out with companion animals,
various IT services considering the animal rights to health emerged, and
people using platforms such as medical consultation through smart phone
applications are also increasing. However, there is a limit in that it is only
a consultation service for pets and is not an individual diagnosis. This is
because the domestic law does not allow animals to receive medical
treatment remotely. However, it is necessary to consider the possibility of
introducing veterinary telemedicine in order to protect the implementation
of animals rights to health and keep pace with global trends. Only in the
case of a veterinarian's direct visit or a direct diagnosis through a visit to
an veterinary clinic before, limited remote treatment with the veterinarian
who made the diagnosis may make an attempt. In addition, it is also possible
to conduct veterinary medicine within a limited range only in areas where
the animals and clients are in remote areas and have difficulty visiting at all
times. Furthermore, legislative improvement is needed as a medical system

that veterinarians can prescribe medicines used for animal treatment, and it

* Lead Author, Korea Research Institute of Bioscience & Biotechnology Researcher.
Ph.D. in Law
#% Corresponding Author, Konkuk University Police Science Professor. Ph.D. in Law
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Is necessary to prepare a preventive measure from the beginning of the
implementation for a scenario that a request for medical treatment is

concentrated in some large veterinary clinics.

Key Words
COVID-19, Infections Diseases, Companion Animal, Telemedicine, Untact
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